 Music Copyright For New Zealand Schools
It is now easy for schools to comply with copyright regulations, if they take out the appropriate copyright licences.

There are 2 music licences that are available to New Zealand schools through the NZSTA:

1. APRA Schools Music Licence – includes the right to (i) photocopy print music and (ii) publicly perform music

2. APRA Music Recording (Audio/Video) licence –recording music on audio and video.

How do we get these licences?





All licence application forms should have been sent to all schools by the NZSTA by the end of April each year as part of the One Stop Shop copyright licensing program. If you have not received the information simply contact the New Zealand School Trustees’ Association on (04) 473-4955 or see the web site on www.nzsta.org.nz.

1. APRA LICENCE - Public Performance and Photocopying of print music

(a) Public Performance 

The APRA schools’ licence allows the public performance of musical works by schools. It allows schools to put on concerts including the performance of copyright musical works outside of the classroom, without having to seek permission from the copyright owners – this is possible under a blanket licence.

Here are some examples of ways in which the APRA licence can be used to allow performances in your school. It covers the following (and more!):

· Performances of music by school bands/orchestras and instrumental ensembles

· Performances by school choirs and choral groups

· Playing of CD’s, cassettes and tv’s featuring music

· Playing of music at school dances, discos

· Playing of music at aerobics and dance lessons held by the school

· Performance of students from licensed schools in music festivals and combined school concerts

(b)
Photocopying of print music

The APRA licence allows the photocopying and performing of music in schools. The photocopying of music is allowed under certain conditions, including the fact that the school should own an original published edition before making any photocopies under the licence.  There are limits on how many copies of different types of music can be made:

Photocopying limits: (per original owned by the school)

· 30 copies of a print music work (other than a choral sheet); or one transparency

· 5 copies of a choral sheet
· 30 copies of one work from a collection of less than 5 works; or

· 30 copies of up to 3 works from a collection of more than 5 works
· 30 copies in total of the instrumental parts in an orchestral/band piece

(These limits are summarised in a poster available for free from APRA for your school.)

Marking requirements:

Copies made under the photocopying licence must be marked with the following information:

COPIES:










· AMCOS LICENSED COPY

· Name of the school

· Date copied

· Copy Number

Who can use the photocopies?

The photocopies of print music may be made for the educational purposes of the schools within the prescribed limits. Once the school has made copies, they can be used by the students in any rehearsal or performance authorised by the school. 

Music festivals/school concerts

Schools that wish to take part in multi-school music festivals, for example the Auckland Schools’ Music Festival, may rely on their APRA licence to (i) make photocopies of music (within the limits) and (ii) to perform the music in the festival or concert. Only schools that have a current APRA licence (representing photocopying and performing rights) are eligible to perform in such festivals, otherwise they may be infringing copyright.

THE FEE? - 71 cents per pupil for APRA Schools Music licence.

2. APRA MUSIC RECORDING LICENCE - Audio/Video

The music recording (audio & video) licence allows schools to make recordings for their educational purposes. These recordings can either be of live performances or copies of existing commercial recordings used within the performance. The recordings may be made for the students and distributed either free of charge or on a cost recovery basis. For example, if a school charged $4 for a video recording of a school concert, to cover the cost of the blank videotape, this would be recoverable and recordings could be made under this new music recording licence.

There is no actual limit on the number of recordings that schools can make, as long as they are made for the educational purposes of the school students or as a commemorative recording of a school event for the school’s archives. 

Here are some of the things that would be covered by this licence:

· Backing tapes for school students to perform to (for example, singing or dancing)
· Recordings of school concerts/performances in audio or video format
· Video recordings of school events where music is played, either in the background or as the main feature – for example, sports days, school productions, school concerts and performances etc.
· Films made by students. This would allow students to make films incorporating musical works and sound recordings, as long as the film is only shown at the school or to parents or friends of the students of the school.
THE FEE? - 42 cents per pupil for the Music Recording (audio/video) Licence.

For further information on the licence or the licence scheme as administered by the New Zealand Schools Trustees Association please contact the NZSTA Copyright Helpdesk, 0800 663 486. 
